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Accelerating uptake through open proposals for
advanced SME innovation

Horizon Europe ® PENDING
Code Scope
HORIZON-CL3-2027-01-SSRI-01 International
Location Curator
Europe Marlene Faria

FINANCIAL DETAILS

Support type Maximum Funding Rate
Non-Refundable 100%

Budget Eligible Project Value

4 5M€ 1.5M€ - 15M€

Maximum Duration
24 months

DATES & DEADLINES

Publication Date Opening Date
December 12,2025 May 5, 2027
Deadline

November 4, 2027 at 05:00 PM GMT+]

DESCRIPTION

Objectives

This call aims to accelerate the uptake of advanced SME innovation in the field of civil security for society,
focusing on mature technological solutions that address EU security policy priorities. The objectives

are to foster collaboration between SMEs, public research partners, and academia, improve knowledge
transfer, and mitigate barriers to finance and market access for innovative SMEs. The call specifically
targets the areas of fighting crime and terrorism, disaster-resilient societies, resilient infrastructure,

and border management. Eligible applicants are consortia of at least three and up to seven partners,
including at least two SMEs from different EU Member States or Associated Countries and at least one
end-user organisation relevant to the proposal's area. Participation of non-SME industries and research and
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technology organisations is allowed but limited in budget share. Entities established in China or controlled
by Chinese entities are not eligible.

Funding

Funding is provided as a non-refundable grant under the Horizon Europe Innovation Actions (IA) scheme.
The funding rate is up to 70% of eligible costs for most participants, and up to 100% for non-profit legal
entities. Each project is expected to receive a lump sum contribution of €1.5 million. At least 50% of the
proposed budget must be allocated to SMEs, and participation of non-SME industries and RTOs is capped
at 15% of the budget. The total topic budget is €4.5 million, with an expected three grants to be awarded.

ELIGIBLE EXPENSES

m  Personnel Costs

= Travel costs

= Equipment costs

=  Other goods, works and services costs
= Subcontracting

s Indirect Costs

BONUSES & MAJORATIONS

= At least 50% of budget allocated to SMEs
s STEP Seal awarded to eligible proposals exceeding evaluation thresholds
s Encouragement for SME or mid-cap coordinators

= Participation of non-SME industries and RTOs limited to 15% of budget

ELIGIBILITY

Application Mode
Consortium / Copromotion

Eligible Sectors
= Industry
= Other

Company Typologies

= SME
= Small Mid-Cap
= Mid-Cap

= Non-business entities of the R&l system (ENESII)
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Action Types

s Development of mature technological solutions for civil security

s Collaboration between SMEs, research partners, and academia

= Involvement of security end-users as validators and first adopters

»  Technology transfer and business model innovation

= Assimilating market requirements and supporting access to funding

= Approaching public buyers and assessing competitive landscape

= |Innovation management and IP exploitation support

= Expansion guidance to new markets

= Legal, policy, and standardization pathway design for security solutions

= |Innovation Action

EU PROGRAMME DETAILS

Call ID Cluster
HORIZON-CL3-2027-01-SSRI-01 Cluster 3: Civil Security for Society
Destination Submission Mode

D6. Strengthened Security Research and single-stage

Innovation

EU Contribution Expected Projects

€1,500,000.00 per project 3

Funding Rate Rule
Up to 70% of eligible costs for Innovation Actions
(IA); up to 100% for non-profit legal entities

OFFICIAL LINKS

Official Regulation
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/
opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-CL3-2027-01-SSRI-01

Grantavia page
https://grantavia.com/en/incentives/accelerating-uptake-through-open-proposals-
for-advanced-sme-innovation

Information Video
https:/www.youtube.com/shorts/46sBAgRpL50

Schedule a meeting
https://calendly.com/filipa-silva-epsa/reuniao
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